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Term 3 – Week 6
Dear Parents and Carers,
On Tuesday 25 August, the Department of Education and Training is presenting a free webinar for parents and carers
by renowned child psychologist Dr Michael Carr-Gregg, on building family resilience during coronavirus (COVID-19).
Parents and carers play a vital role in helping children feel safe through uncertain times.
Dr Carr-Gregg’s webinar is aptly named Managing the Coronacoaster – Tips for building resilient families in the
coronavirus era.
In this webinar, Dr Carr-Gregg provides tools and strategies for parents and carers to help manage the lockdown
and remote learning. Topics include:
 your supportive role
 setting the emotional tone
 focusing on what you can control
 how to deal with disappointment
 further resources and where to get help.
Dr Carr-Gregg’s presentation will run for 45 minutes. This will be followed by a 15-minute question-and-answer
session in which parents and carers can ask Dr Carr-Gregg questions.
Webinar details
 When: Tuesday 25 August
 Time: 7:30pm
 Duration: 45-minute presentation followed by 15-minute questions and answers session
 Format: online via Webex
 Cost: free
How to register
To register and for more information visit the Managing the Coronacoaster – Tips for building resilient families in the
coronavirus era eventbrite page.
Remote and Flexible Learning Attendance
It is reminded to all families that it is an expectation of all students / families at Little River Primary School to check in
with their teacher and be present while the attendance roll is being marked. We know that school looks, sounds and
feels different at the moment but the one very constant is that students attend and are engaged in the tasks set by
the classroom teacher. I thank the many, many students and families which are making this possible every day.
Even though we aren’t physically at school, it still isn’t ‘ok to be away’!
National Science Week 2020 – August 15-23
In 2020, National Science Week has to be held in a different way, with travel restrictions and physical distancing
requirements now in place to combat the COVID-19 pandemic.
We believe that this year, more than any other, it is important to recognise the work done on our behalf by scientists,
medical researchers, and health professionals, as well as the meteorologists, bushfire propagation mathematicians
and others who helped the fire fighting authorities to combat the recent devastating bushfires.
Live events will be held online, and many activities will be able to be done at home by adults, children and family
groups. The link is below.https://www.scienceweek.net.au/

Student Led Conferences
Each year we have the opportunity to organise student led conferences between student, parent and teacher. These
conferences are planned in consultation with the teacher but essentially run by the student with parent and teacher
at school. At this point of the year we will not be organising our student led conferences due to the challenges that
COVID – 19 has given us. If you would like to organise an informal chat with your child and their teacher about how
they're going with remote learning, please contact your child's teacher.
Please feel free to contact your child’s teacher directly or email your request to school and we will pass it on. Again,
this is just another procedure that we’ve had to adapt during this difficult time and we thank all families for their support
and assistance.
100 Days for Prep
Last Thursday was the 100th Prep day for this year’s class. Miss McKinlay held a very special WebEx meeting
where all the students showed off their ‘100 hats’. Well done to all our little people who may never forget their first
year at primary school.

Junior School Council
Our Semester 2 Junior School Councillors have made a wonderful start whilst in the midst of remote / flexible learning.
These students are organising JSC awards and passing names onto us so that we can organise their awards for the
following school values:

Understanding and Inclusivity

Respect

High Expectations

Responsibility
Keep up the good work council.
Prep Frankie D , Lachlan D
1/2S

Hayley A, Tom R

2/3L

Elliot T, Royce L

3/4A

Archie F, Jack T

4/6M

Blake K, Emily J

4/6L

Tahlia F, Raffa R

Sentral updates
We have been setting up our school’s Sentral Parent Portal and you will already have received an email inviting you
to register for this. This is available both on the web and via an app which can be downloaded through Google Play
or the Apple App store.
The parent portal currently has the following features:
 allows you to receive messages from the school in your newsfeed;
 send messages to your child’s teacher;
 see your child’s attendance data;
 submit absences (including future dated ones)
We are continuing to explore features and will be adding them throughout the remainder of the year.
Please follow the instructions in the email to register for the portal and let us know if you have any queries.
Our school captains – term 3
A reminder to all of our wonderful families that our
school captains are still producing fortnightly
WebEx assemblies and the feedback on them has
been fantastic. If you’ve not seen any yet please
visit our remote learning website where you can
see some of their finest work. Well done captains
– keep up the great effort.

2020 Technofrogs
The 2020 Technofrogs team is up and running. 'Technofrogs' is our school Lego Robotics team, comprised of Grade 5/6
students, who participate in competitions at a Wyndham network and Victorian level, thanks to a grant obtained by Wyndham
Park Primary School. Earlier this week our 10 Technofrogs took part in a virtual excursion where they were starting to get their
heads around this year's topic 'RePlay' and how to work as a team...virtually! The pictures below are our Technofrogs in
disguise, showing how they might be apart but can still get the tasks done together!

Mrs Newcombe
During this remote / flexible learning time we are all learning new how to do more. The
wonderful Cherie Newcombe cleaned out our storm water pits in the week. What a
champion Education Support staff member she is. Thanks Cherie for helping out with the
pits and everything else you do for students and staff at Little River Primary School. Next
newsletter we will be celebrating Mrs Winslett.
Ronnie Douglas – School Chaplain
Ronnie, our school chaplain has continued to make herself available during this critical
time for any family who would like to contact her in relation to their child’s health and well
– being of their own family. If you would like to contact Ronnie, please do so:
Rhonda.douglas@education.vic.gov.au
Camp Australia Awards – congratulations to the following students
Kaiden H for always being happy, listening and showing respect to everyone
Ellawina R for being creative and focused on achieving her desired outcomes in art

Learner of the Week Awards – Term 3 Week 6
As we are not holding a pre-recorded assembly this week, it is still important to acknowledge those
students who have gone above and beyond their learning for week 6 of this term.
Congratulations to the following students who have earned their certificate this week.
Prep

Annika M for her growth mindset of ‘always have a try’ embedded in her informative and interesting
videos.

1/2S

Keeley N for accepting challenging writing tasks and tackling them with a growth mindset, resulting
in improved writing quality.

2/3L

Jed W for always being enthusiastic about his own learning and for leaving supportive and
encouraging comments on his classmates work.

3/4A

Xavier P for working hard on Mathletics and using the frog jump strategy to solve division equations.
Great job!

4/5/6L

The Technofrogs team for their amazing flexibility, resilience and overall positive attitudes at our
virtual excursion today.

4/5/6 M

Xavier McG for watching videos, reading slides carefully and asking clarifying questins to ensure he
understands the task.
The Technofrogs team for their amazing flexibility, resilience and overall positive attitudes at our
virtual excursion today.

P.E.

Molly T for always completing tasks with a smile on her face.

ART

Joel D for the wonderfully imaginative flying machine that he designed, combining a plan, train and
a rocket. This marvellous invention looked great and, importantly, is designed to be pollution free.

INDONESIAN - Cooper C for making amazing ‘Warna’ wheel showing the Indonesian colours in a creative way.
Happy Birthday to these Students

Tyler S

Happy, happy birthday to Tyler. We hope you can enjoy your family during this special time.
From everyone in the Little River community – Happy Birthday to you.
Thank you – stay safe and thanks for your support during the stage 4 restrictions
Gavin Nelson

Principal

